THE PEARL OF THE ANTILLES

woods. Many forests have been depleted
by short-sighted sugar planters who burn
over and clear large tracts in very
wasteful fashion. The trees, shrubs,
flowers and vines of Cuba offer the
naturalist an apparently inexhaustible
field. The variety of birds is equally
bewildering. Besides many migrants
from North America, the two hundred
species include the mocking-bird so well
known in the southern United States,
humming-birds, woodpeckers, owls, par-
rots red and green, and brilliant little tro-
gons and tanagers. Falcons are common
and in the swamps the beautiful flamingo
breeds. The turkey buzzard is seen
everywhere and is protected by law. Most
of the common animals like horses, dogs,
goats, donkeys and cattle were brought
by the Spaniards. There are plenty of
snakes, but few, if any, are poisonous.
The largest is the handsome python, called
wiaja by the Cubans. This monster will
readily dispose of a goat for its dinner,
but is afraid of men. Crocodiles infest

the swamps, and turtles lay their eggs iu
holes scooped from the sandy beaches.

On the Isle of Pines, some ninety miles
clue south of Cuba's narrowest part, there
are few wild animals and no poisonous
snakes. The plague of the place is the
small sand-fly, the jcjcn, the bite of which
is like the burn of a hot coal. This large
island is barren in part, but in the north
it is mountainous, and the scenery is ex-
quisitely beautiful. So long ago as 1800
it was famous as a health resort, on ac-
count of its many mineral springs. Sugar-
cane, coffee, pineapples, tobacco and very
fine grapefruit are grn\vn there. Being
near Havana, the island is better known
than some other parts of the' republic, but
the appreciative traveler does not wish to
neglect any of Cuba's fertile provinces
and famous old cities, for everywhere is
found either the glamour of past happen-
ings or the fascination of developments
to come. As a nation, Cuba is still young,
and those who know her best feel certain
that she has a wonderful future before her,

CUBA: FACTS AND FIGURES

THE COUNTRY

Largest island in the West Indies, lying TOO
miles south of the Florida Keys, ^with the
Bahamas northeast, the Gulf of Mexico north-
west, Yucatan 130 miles southwest, the Carib-
bean Sea and Jamaica to the south, and Haiti
on, the east across the Windward Passage,
Length, 730 miles; average width, 50. Area,
including smaller islands, 44,164 square miles.
Population in 1943, 4,777,284.

GOVERNMENT

A republic, which by constitution of June 1940,
is semi-parliamentary in character. The Presi-
dent, elected for 4 years, appoints the Premier.
There is a Cabinet and Congress of two houses.
The.new constitution provides for many liberal
social and labor laws and limits the amount of
land owned by individuals and corporations. The
country is divided into six provinces and 119
municipalities.

COMMERCE AND INDUSTRIES

Agriculture chief industry. Sugar-cane the
great crop; second, largest producer in the
worrd, 5,652,123 tons in 1944; also molasses and
alcohol, by-products. Tobacco crop about
59,500,000 pounds in 1944, Sugar, 80% of value
of exports in 1943; molasses, 12%; tobacco,
,8%. Fresh vegetables arid tropical fruits ex-

ported to United States winter markets. Live-
stock about 5,745,560. State-owned forests,
1,250,000 acres. Iron, copper, manganese,
chrome, gold, coal and petroleum produced in
small quantities. Cigars, cigarettes ami raw
sugar the principal manufactures, Chief im-
ports: meats and lard, rice, wheat, flutir, cotton
goods, iron and steel, machinery.

CO MM UNI CA TIONS

Railway mileage, 3,070, not counting 2802
miles of private lines on sugar estates- High-
way mileage, 2,040 and being increased, Busses
connect the cities. There are 12,447 mtles of
telegraph wire and 150 radio and radio-tele-
graph stations. Air service with the United
States, Central and South America.

RELIGION AND EDUCATION

Catholicism dominant. Education free ami
compulsory; 445,706 children enrolled (1040) in
8,796 elementary schools under 9410 teachers;
67 traveling teachers taught 3,089 other chil-
dren. Over 473 night, private, normal and sec-
ondary schools; i university (Havana),
CHIEF TOWNS

Capital, Havana (Habana), population, 5^,-
913; Camaguey, 138,295; Santiago cle. Cuba,
107,125; Santa Clara, 99,509; Cienfuegos, 92,-
258; Sancti Spiritus, 92,299.
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